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The Junior League of Gainesville - Hall County is an organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, 
developing the potential of women, and improving communities through the effective action and leadership of 

trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.

Welcome back! It is my hope that everyone has had a wonderful 
summer and that each of you were able to spend time with family 
and friends. In the midst of all the summer fun, our Board
and Management Team along with other members have been 
hard at work preparing for the 2019-2020 League year. First 
off, thank you to all those who have spent time this summer 
devoting countless hours to planning and preparing. Your work is 
appreciated and does not go unnoticed. 

Over the summer, the Board had a successful retreat where we 
were able to devote meaningful time to discuss feedback from our 
membership during the focus groups conducted this past spring. 
It was there that we heard and saw that our members want to 
continue to feel more connected to the League, as well as enhance 
the potential for strong women leaders in our community. It was 
also clearly shown that we want the Junior League of Gainesville-
Hall County to be known more as a community catalyst devoting 
time to implement meaningful programs/projects that address and 
strengthen our community’s needs. 

We are a group of strong, educated, dedicated, and generous 
women who have so much to give to each other and our 
community. Change is something that is never easy and does not 
happen instantly. It takes time and commitment and this year 
I hope that each of you,  Active and Sustainers, commit to 
helping the League make the changes that will enhance our 

organization, as well as the community we serve.  As we move 
forward this upcoming year, work has already begun. Our 
Diaper Bank committee has been hard at work collecting, 
packaging, and distributing diapers. Thrift Sale Chairs have been 
hard at work planning and seeking input from sustainers on 
how to bring back the excitement for Thrift Sale. Lastly, the 
Charity Ball Chairs and committee have been gearing up for 
our biggest fundraiser. 

As change is inevitable, I am excited to be a part of the 
positive changes to the League, as well as continuing with 
our deep-rooted traditions. I said this at May Dinner - as we 
enter into the 2019-2020 League year, I want to challenge 
all members, new and old, as well as sustainers, to get 
involved, try something new, meet new 

people, and find one piece of the 
League that you are truly and 
heartwarmingly passionate 
about. I look forward to 

working alongside each 
of you this upcoming 

year as we explore and 
begin working in the 

community to make 
more positive and 

impactful changes!

a  l e t t e r  f ro m  o u r           p re s i d e n t
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President: Amanda Secunda | president@gainesvillehalljuniorleauge.org
• Any “big picture” or future planning/vision questions

Executive Vice President: Emily Morgan | evp@gainesvillehalljuniorleague.org

• Any questions about the day-to-day management  
  of the League 

Secretary: Ashton Meeks | ameeks514@gmail.com
• Questions about attendance, leave, or transferring Leagues
• Maternity Leave or Leave of Absences must be requested 
  and approved by the Secretary 

Treasurer: Chelsea Sullivan | JLGHtreasurer@gmail.com
• All things financial and dues questions

Nominating Director: Whitley Miller | whitleybjones@gmail.com
• Any questions about the nomination process or leadership  
  job descriptions

Finance Director: Anna Lyle | JLfinancedirector@gmail.com
• Questions about sponsorships/donations
• Information related to fundraisers and fund development

Membership Director: Suzanne Cindea | smcindea@gmail.com
• Information on joining the League
• Questions about placement
• Conferences, training, and other development  
   opportunities
• Questions about membership obligations 

Community Outreach Director: Jennifer Mullis | jdmeeks1@gmail.com

• Anything related to Feeding our Future and the  
  school pantries
• Questions about the Little Black Dress Initiative, SPAC, or DIAD  
• Ideas for new programming opportunities

Communications Director: Dallas Sage | dallas.martin0305@gmail.com

• Any information related to news media or general publicity of  
  the League
• Requests for Junior League email newsletter or  
  social media posts
• Any questions about the League Log or Website

Facilities Director: Rachel Miller | rmiller@alexanderalmand.com

• Questions about pool memberships and policies
• Room/building rental inquiries
• Any issues regarding the League Lodge 

Charity Ball: Denille Biddy & Candace Stradley| JLcharityball@gmail.com  

• Any questions related to Charity Ball, Sponsoring Clubs, and 
Belle Candidates 

Thrift Sale: Darby Shank & Kaitlin Pharr | JLthriftsale@gmail.com
• Any questions related to Thrift Sale

Diaper Bank: Erin Webb | erin.webb816@gmail.com
Website: https://www.diaperbankofnorthga.com/
• Any questions related to the Diaper Bank

LEAGUE LODGE 
INFORMATION

HOURS  |  Tuesday: 4pm-7pm  |  Thursday: 9am-1pm  |  Friday: 9am-1pm

PHONE NUMBER  | 770-535-1951

EMAIL  | info@gainesvillehalljuniorleague.com 

“I am a native of Georgia and have lived 
in Gainesville most of my life.  I have two 
daughters and three Chihuahuas. I am 
starting my seventh year working at the 
League and enjoy helping all the committees 
and members accomplish their wonderful 
service to our community.”
Amy McNeilly 
Office Manager



Our President-Elect, Angie Kennedy, and Executive Vice President, Emily Morgan, represented the Junior League of Gaines-
ville-Hall County at the Association of Junior League International’s 97th Annual Conference hosted in Denver in May. For more 

than a century, Junior Leagues have empowered women, strengthened communities, and improved lives. This tradition continued 
in the Mile High City where Angie and Emily met and learned from Leagues across the world, while sharing our League’s initia-
tives and collectively addressing challenges the Association faces. Our leadership team returned home feeling empowered and 

eager to share the things they learned, so our League can continue to be a community force for good. 

Members of the Board enjoyed a fun weekend 
of planning and bonding time at the Tumlin 

House in Dahlonega.  They are ready to take 
on a successful and fun year!

Sustainer Lauren Tumlin and her 
husband, Zach, are owners of the 

“Tumlin House” in Dahlonega, 
Georgia. Built in 1885 and refinished 
132 years later for weekend retreats, 
this beautifully restored farmhouse 

offers a historic getaway in the heart of 
Lumpkin County.



Age: 29
Occupation: Pediatric Medical Practice Office Manager
Why you joined the League: I joined Junior League so that I could get more
involved in the community that I live in.

Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I was born in Germany and have duel
citizenship. I’m married and we have two dogs, Maggie and Max, two cats, Gandhi and Buddha,

and an African Sulcata Tortoise named Lenny.

Age: 34
Occupation: Aspiring Web Developer

Why you joined the League: After moving to Gainesville, I wanted to meet nice
people and get involved in the community. I knew Junior League would be perfect for both of

those! Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: So far, my family consists of me, 
my husband Nick, our cat Itty Bitty, and our dog Coley.

Age: 31
Occupation: Attorney
Why you joined the League: I joined the League to give back to my 
community. Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I love 

cross-stitching!



Age: 27
Occupation: Attorney - Public Defender

Why you joined the League: I am fairly new to Gainesville, and I thought Junior League 
would be a great way to meet other women and to get involved in the community!
Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I am originally from Tennessee. I 

went to East Tennessee State University where I studied Bluegrass and Old Time Music.

Age: 24
Occupation: Elementary School Teacher
Why you joined the League: I joined Junior League to be able to give back to the 
community where I grew up.
Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I absolutely love to travel! Recently, 

I have been to Indonesia, Australia, and New Zealand.

Age: 29
Occupation: Pediatric Medical Practice Office Manager
Why you joined the League: I joined Junior League so that I could get more
involved in the community that I live in.

Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I was born in Germany and have duel
citizenship. I’m married and we have two dogs, Maggie and Max, two cats, Gandhi and Buddha,

and an African Sulcata Tortoise named Lenny.

Age: 23
Occupation: Human Resource & Business Director at Lawson Air Conditioning + Plumbing
Why you joined the League: I joined the League as a way to help make a positive
impact on Gainesville-Hall County, and to meet other women who care about making 
our community a better place.

Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I got married in September of 2018 
and we have one fur-baby, our dalmatian, Minnie.

Age: 27
Occupation: Audit Staff Accountant at Bates Carter & Co.

Why you joined the League: After moving back from college, I knew I wanted to 
be involved with an amazing organization like Junior League that gives back so 

well to our community that I love and grew up in.
Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I love DIY projects, binge 

worthy TV shows, and traveling!

Age: 32
Occupation: Safe Kids Coordinator at Northeast Georgia Health System
Why you joined the League: I joined League in order to work with women who 
share my passion for giving back and improving the community.
Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: My husband and I have a four legged, 

floppy eared child named Walker.  Walker runs with me every morning and cheers on the 
Dawgs with us every weekend during football season in his very own Herschel Walker jersey.
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Age: 31
Occupation: Client Relations Specialist for JT Stratford

Why you joined the League: I joined the League to give back to the community.
Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I am one of 6 children and 

currently pregnant with my parent’s 14th grandchild.

Age: 26
Occupation: Attorney
Why you joined the League: I joined Junior League to give back to the community and 
to make connections with some of the amazing women in Gainesville doing the same.
Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I live near Brenau with my 5 year 
old fur baby, Kodi.

Age: 25
Occupation: Orthopedic Surgical Assistant
Why you joined the League: I absolutely love this town, and Junior League has 
given me the opportunity to be able to give back to it while getting connected and 
spending time with some of its sweetest girls.

Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I moved to Texas the day after I 
graduated from undergrad and got my Master’s from Texas A&M University in a year.

Age: 32
Occupation: Tax Senior

Why you joined the League: I joined the League so that I could be more involved in 
the community and surround myself with other ladies with the same ambitions.

Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I have a 22-month old daughter 
who is my world. I am happy to be home and introduce my daughter to the south. 

There is nothing like the southern hospitality you experience in this community.

Age: 23
Occupation: Tax Associate
Why you joined the League: To meet some amazing women in our community who 
have the same passion to help volunteer and make a difference in our city.
Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: My family moved to Gainesville 

when I was three years old, yet people can always pick out that my accent still has a 
little hint of northern to it.



Age: 24
Occupation: Business Development
Why you joined the League: All my life I have been involved in my community -
and after settling into my new one after getting married,  it only made sense to join 
Junior League to meet ladies with similar interests and together help create a lasting, 

positive impact on our community and the people in it.
Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I grew up in South Georgia on a 

gigantic farm and when I mentioned I was always very involved - that includes raising and 
competitively showing pigs through 4-H! I was a State Champion inShowmanship and Grand 
Champion several times throughout my career. PS - pigs love oatmeal creme pies and 
caramel!

Age: 25
Occupation: Sales for Cintas Corporation

Why you joined the League: I joined the League because I just got married and 
moved here from somewhere I was really involved. I want to meet the women in 

Gainesville and also be a part of our community.
Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I am originally from New York.

Age: 23
Occupation: Third Grade Teacher
Why you joined the League: I joined Junior League to give back to a community that 
raised me and the children I currently serve in Gainesville City Schools.
Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I studied abroad in Italy and it 

was all about the wine! I can also do the worm!

Age: 26
Occupation: Attorney 

Why you joined the League: I joined the League to help out my community.
Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I love horses, and one of my 

passions is endurance racing.

Age: 22
Occupation: Client Relations Specialist at J.T. Stratford
Why you joined the League: I joined Junior League to develop connections with like-
minded women who I canwork alongside to better the community where we live.
Fun fact about yourself or tell us about your family: I’m a certified scuba diver. I took 

my lessons and certification in Islamorada, FL.



w h a t  i s  S PAC ?

“My name is Taylor Ewing and I serve as 
the committee chair for Junior League 
of Gainesville-Hall County’s State Public 
Affairs Committee. I’m here to help connect 
you to your legislator and help keep you 
informed about what’s happening with state 
legislation.”

The purpose of SPAC (State Public Affairs Committee) is to select state and national issues that 
support League projects, educate individual member Leagues on issues selected for action by 
SPAC, facilitate communication among the member Junior Leagues of Georgia in the area of 

public affairs, provide training in advocacy skills and strategies, and act as the representative of the 
member Leagues on the state and national levels. Most recently, Georgia SPAC has backed HB 8 

which works to remove tax on women’s menstrual products. 

Upon “graduating” and becoming a Sustainer, I realized just how much my years 
of service in the League prepared and strengthened me for wiser, more effective 
leadership on community boards, planning events, and identifying need gaps within 
the community populations. Many of us begin our service in the League with wide eyes 
and a goal to learn about and serve the community. We then become a Sustainer with 
a deeper understanding of the community and the skillset to be a powerful volunteer 
and servant in places that inspire us.

As the 2019-2020 Sustainer Advisor, I welcome the New Members of 2019-2020 and 
welcome back the current members to another year closer to these goals. It is the 
current leadership’s goal to recruit more sustainers to share their voice of experience 
and serve as advisors on various committees.

This year the following Sustainers have committed to serving on committees:
Charity Ball: Audrey Thornton 

Diaper Bank: Caroline Nix 
Little Black Dress: Blythe Nicholson

Are you interested in becoming a sustainer advisor? 
Please contact: heather@etcenterforchildren.org. 



What is Thrift Sale? Thrift Sale is our big event of the League year and is one of the longest standing fundraisers 
around, celebrating its 56th anniversary this year.  It’s an exciting time where Active members and Sustainers come 
together to provide a great service to our community. 

This year we have 
restructured Thrift Sale and no longer 

have committees. Our goal for the new structure is 
to create requirements that are obtainable for the 
working woman. It allows members to choose the 
obligations that best meet their busy lifestyle. This 
will encourage members to embrace their individ-
ual gifts and passions within the Thrift Sale frame-
work and hopefully make a positive change that 

allows our members to flourish.

•   Advanced Donations
•   General Work Shifts
•   Thrift Sale Day Shift
•   Double-Priced Shopping

•   Sustainer Pick-Up
•   Sustainer Drop-Off
•   Move-in Day Shift
•   Sustainer Coffee 

What are my member responsibilities?
• Each Active and Provisional member of the League is responsible for working a total of 12 hours leading up to or 

during Thrift Sale plus quota. See Co-Chairs for questions on these requirements.
• Active Members: Please include with your quota 20 plastic bags, one roll of masking tape, and one black Sharpie.
• New Members: Please include with your quota one roll of packing tape and a case of water.

DARBY JACKSON  & KAITLIN PHARR  | 2019 THRIFT SALE CO-CHAIRS

For over 50 years, members of  the Junior League of Gainesville-Hall County have made an incredible difference in the
lives of our neighbors in need by serving at our Annual Thrift Sale. The purpose of Thrift Sale is

simple: Serve our community by providing the opportunity to purchase gently used, much needed
items at an extremely discounted price. This one weekend of thrifting changes lives. Thank you

for helping to make the 2019 Thrift Sale great!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2019

The assignment members have 
selected can be found on the JL  
website along with the Quota 
sheet. Remember, if you are a 
7th year member - no quota!



Do you accept books? 
We ARE accepting children’s books this year. However, they do not need to be priced.

What other items are not accepted? 
We DO NOT accept the following items:

Undergarments, bathing suits, car seats, knives, mattresses, plastic food containers, stuffed animals, adult 
books, shoes, or items worth less than $0.25.

How much in quota do I need? 
Each Active and New member of the League is responsible for pricing and bringing $150 worth of 
quota/merchandise to the Civic Center during sale week (deadline is Tuesday, Oct. 1 by 6:00pm).  

Your quota sheet must be turned in and checked upon drop off. 

How do I price my quota? 
Pricing sheets can be found at www.gainesvillehalljuniorleague.org. The pricing sheet should be used 

as a guide to price your items. Please price your items BEFORE you turn in your quota by using a black 
Sharpie marker to write the price on a piece of masking tape.  

Adult clothing does not have to be priced.

What about clothing?
 We are happy to accept adult and children’s clothing, however the quota rules are different for each. 

QUOTA DROP 
OFF HOURS:

Sunday, September 29  3:00pm – 8:30pm

Monday, September 30 8:30am – 8:30pm

Tuesday, October 1  8:30am – 6:00pm

FREE Thrift Sale T-shirt for all members that complete their Thrift Sale Requirements!



10

Only $15 of your total may be attributed to adult 
clothing, although you may bring more to donate 
if you wish. Each adult clothing item is priced at 
$0.25 each, so please be aware only 60 pieces 

will be recognized as your quota, and the rest will 
purely be a donation.

Please keep in mind we are in need of CHILDREN’S 
CLOTHING. There is no limit to the amount of 
children’s clothing you donate, and all children’s 
clothing will go towards your quota. Each piece of 
children’s clothing is priced at $.50 each. The chil-
dren’s clothing needs to be in good condition, with 
minimal stains and gently used.

A D U LT 
C L O T H I N G

C H I L D R E N ’ S 
C L O T H I N G

FOR FULL DETAILS ABOUT THRIFT SALE, PLEASE VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE AND LOGIN TO THE MEMBER PORTAL.

What if my quota exceeds $150? 
Great! We can always use more merchandise. In fact, the member who brings in the largest amount of 
quota is dubbed “Prize Girl.” In the past, the prizes for “Prize Girl” have included paintings and spa gift 

certificates, so clean out your house and call family and friends to see if they have any donations to help 
your chances! In addition to “Prize Girl”, you will each have a chance to win a gift card during each 

General Work Shift! A fun change this year will be our “themed” Thrift Sale week! 
Here is a little preview of what to expect! 

Sunday, September 29: MOOOve In Day - Join us for a sweet treat provided by Sustainers.
Monday, September 30: Mellow Manic Monday - Pizza will be served for all working members.
Tuesday, October 1: Taco Tuesday – Let’s Fiesta!
Wednesday, October 2: Walk It out Wednesday – Any member or sustainer can choose one item
to “walk out” with (valued at $10 or less)

Sustainer Coffee 
Thursday, October 3 | 10am – 1pm 
Gainesville Civic Center 
Sustainers get in free for the first look at the 
sale and all items are DOUBLE priced. 

Double-Price Shopping 
Thursday, October 3 | 5-8 pm 
Gainesville Civic Center 
$5 admission for general public. 
It’s an opportunity to get “first dibs” on the 
merchandise; however, all merchandise is sold 
at DOUBLE the marked price.

photos taken by: The Times

*Sale Day*
Saturday, October 5 | 8:30am - 2pm
$1 admission, no strollers or bags



“Since its inception in the Fall of 2018, the Diaper Bank of North Georgia has distributed over 60,000 diapers amongst its 
five Community Partners. These diapers are providing extra support for a variety of populations in the Hall County area: 

foster families, neglected or abused children, homeless families, extra assistance community daycares, special needs children, 
and those experiencing true “diaper need.” Our amazing committee of women is excited to host our first Sustainer and New 
Member diaper packing events this Fall, and to continue to distribute large numbers of diapers to those experiencing diaper 

need in Hall County.”
- Erin Webb, Diaper Bank Chair

www.diaperbankofnorthga.com.
@diaperbankofnorthga



F E E D I N G  O U R  F U T U R E 

We have a fully operational pantry at Enota Elementary and will be opening pantries at Chicopee Woods Elementary 
and Gainesville High School during the 2019-2020 school year. Families of Gainesville City students should reach out 
to their school social worker if they are in need of food. Our goal is to serve 50 families at each school pantry. This 

would account for 150 families from schools all over Hall County.
Please contact Annie Viviant for questions or more information - jlfeedingourfuture@gmail.com

WHO HAVE WE SERVED?

3 
schools

375+ 
children

150+
families

“The Georgia Mountain Food Bank works as a community convener to address food insecurity.  We 
look for solutions through traditional and non-traditional partnerships at a local, state, regional, and 
national level.  We regularly share best practices and service models with other communities.  We 

recently had two occasions to talk about our work with the Junior League of Gainesville- Hall County, 
one of our 70 traditional agency partners.  At recent hunger meetings organized by the Georgia Food 
Bank Association, we proudly spoke about the model and how it was formed to support school food 
pantries and family resource clients.  By working through a traditional partner, we found a solution 

to serve children and families in a non-traditional Food Bank scenario.  This was only successful with 
the Junior League’s commitment to serve the community and their flexibility and willingness to “think 
outside of the box”.  We value our partnership with the League and its members and look forward to 

building on our partnership to meet the evolving needs of our community.”
-Lydia Johnson, Agency Services Coordinator at The Georgia Mountain Food Bank



Emily Morgan and her 
husband traveled to 

Iceland.

League members 
celebrating Wendy 

Fountain at her wedding.

Kaylan Bradley with 
Sustainer, Anslee Wilson 
at the Vision 2030 block 

pARTy.

The Shockley family 
visited Santa Rosa Beach 

with their daughters, 
Camille and Claire. 

 Erin Webb and Megan 
Strickland crusin’ Lake 

Lanier!

Angie and her husband in 
Saint Simons Island!

The Sawyer family 
celebrating their little 

flamingo Emory turning 
one!

Chelsea and Andy Sullivan
on their “babymoon” in 

Florida.. almost baby time 
for these two!

 

The Sage family traveled 
on their annual beach trip 

to Florida.

Jennifer Mullis and her son 
at the “Touch a Truck” 

event.

Communications 
Committee brainstorming 

for the year at Mellow 
together!

Sustainer Lauryn 
White welcomed her 

husband, Sam back from 
Afghanistan!

Jennifer McCall on 
vacation in Miami.

Christy and her boys at 
the beach!

The Millers took their 
annual trip to Bald Head 

Island. Thomas in that hat, 
I can’t even.

William Cole Simon 
Ashley & Jack Simon 

July 11, 2019
8lbs 7oz 21”

Reeves Ross Secunda
Amanda & Evan Secunda 
June 13, 2019 
7lbs 15oz 20.5”

Julie and Collin Sawyer 
got married on 

May 4, 2019 at First 
Presbyterian Church in 

Gainesville, Ga.

Wendy and Colt 
Fountain got married 
April 27, 2019 at First 

Baptist Church in 
Gainesville, Ga.

Margaret Anne Christie 
and Zach Green got 

married on May 4, 2019 
in Parksville, SC. 

Jessica and Grant 
Lasseter got married on 
August 24, 2019 at First 

Baptist in Gainesville, Ga.



SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER

 

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

3: General Membership Meeting
17: Management Team Meeting
 *New Member Meeting with the Diaper Bank 
24:  Board Meeting
 Charity Ball Committee Meeting @ 5:30pm
29:  Thrift Sale Quota Drop Off 

3:  Sustainer Coffee (9:30 am– 1 pm) & 
 Double Priced Shopping (4:30 pm-8 pm)
5: Thrift Sale (8:30 am- 2:00 pm)
22: Management Team Meeting
29: Board Meeting 
 Charity Ball Committee Meeting @ 5:30 pm
 

5: General Membership Meeting
19: Management Team Meeting
 New Member Meeting - Feeding our Future
26: Board Meeting
 Charity Ball Committee Meeting @ 5:30 pm

3: General Membership Meeting (Christmas Dinner)
14: Charity Ball
17:  New Member Meeting

 

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

2: Board Meeting
7:  General Membership Meeting
21: Management Team Meeting
28: Joint Board and Management Team Meeting
 

4: General Membership Meeting
18: Management Team Meeting 
25:  Board Meeting

 
3: General Membership Meeting
9-13: Little Black Dress (LBDI)
17: Management Team Meeting
31: Board Meeting

7:  General Membership Meeting
21:  Management Team Meeting 
 (Transition Meeting)
 New Member Meeting
28: Board Meeting 
 (Transition Meeting)

5: May Celebration and Dinner

2 0 1 9 2 0 2 0

Reeves Ross Secunda
Amanda & Evan Secunda 
June 13, 2019 
7lbs 15oz 20.5”

68th Annual Charity Ball - Saturday, December 14th - Chattahoochee Country Club

Featuring “Atlanta Wedding Band” with the theme of “Charity Ball’s Best Kept Secret”
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Social Media Chair, 
Britt Sawyer

#jlghc


